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Boston ◦

Chicago ◦

DC ◦

Las Vegas ◦

Los Angeles ◦

New York ◦

San Francisco ◦

Seattle ◦

Pairings •
Asian Food ◦

Bouillabaise ◦

Brunch ◦

Cassoulet ◦

Chicken ◦

Chili ◦

Cream of Crab Soup ◦

Creme Brulee ◦

Italian ◦

Kebab ◦

lamb ◦

Mushroom Ravioli ◦

Oysters ◦

Pasta ◦

pizza ◦

quail ◦

Risotto ◦

Roast Pork ◦

Scallops ◦

Sea Bass ◦

Squab ◦
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Sweetbreads ◦

Thai ◦

Tuna ◦

Veal ◦

Press •
Region •

Argentina ◦

Mendoza ■

New York State ■

Austrailia ◦

Barossa Valley ■

Clare Valley ■

McLaren Vale ■

Austria ◦

California ◦

Carneros ■

Lodi ■

Napa Valley ■

Stags Leap District ■

Paso Robles ■

Russian River ■

Santa Barbara County ■

Sonoma ■

Chile ◦

Casablanca ■

Colchagua Valley ■

France ◦

Alsace ■

Bandol ■

Beaujolais ■

Bordeaux ■

Burgundy ■

Cahors ■

Champagne ■

Châteaneuf-du-Pape ■

Jura ■

Rhône ■

Germany ◦

Greece ◦

Santorini ■

Hungary ◦

Tokaj ■

Italy ◦

Barolo ■

Campania ■

Franciacorta ■

Piemonte ■

Sardinia ■

Sicily ■

Tuscany ■

Verona ■

New York State ◦

New Zealand ◦

Oregon ◦

Williamette Valley ■
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Portugal ◦

South Africa ◦

Spain ◦

Navarra ■

Priorat ■

Rioja ■

Sherry ■

Virginia ◦

Washington State ◦

Columbia Valley ■

Walla Walla ■

The Weekly Pick •
Varietal •

Blend ◦

Nebbiolo ◦

Red Grapes ◦

Barbera ■

Cabernet Franc ■

Cabernet Sauvignon ■

Carmenère ■

Charbono ■

Gamay ■

Graciano ■

Grenache ■

Malbec ■

Merlot ■

Mouvedre/Monastrell ■

Petite Sirah ■

Petite Verdot ■

Pinot Noir ■

Syrah/Shiraz ■

Tempranillo ■

Zinfandel ■

White Grapes ◦

Albarino ■

Assyrtiko ■

Auxerrois ■

Chardonnay ■

Gewurztraminer ■

Gruner Veltliner ■

Pinot Grigio ■

Pinot Gris ■

Riesling ■

Sauvignon Blanc ■

Torrontes ■

Viognier ■

WINE IQ •

You are here: Home / Features / Donnafugata

Donnafugata

August 20, 2012 by Dick Rosano    
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Leave a Comment

There’s a new wave stirring up the wine world. It’s 
online events, including coordinated tastings and webinars. I’m young enough to imagine a future 
of instant communications, yet old enough to yearn for the days when we coordinated our tastings 
across the table from one another.

That said, Donnafugata just transmitted their nighttime harvest live online. José and Antonio Rallo 
hosted the event live from Sicily and invited fans from around the world to tune in. The harvest 
was accompanied by a “live” tasting – although the word seems out of place when it occurs a half-
world away – including a four-wine flight of the Fuga Chardonnay, Chiarandà, Tancredi, and 
Mille e una Notte.

Donafugata is the venture begun by Giacomo and Gabriella Rallo, current representatives of a 
Sicilian wine family whose experience stretches back 150 years. Planting their dreams on soil 
once occupied by the exiled Queen Maria Carolina, wife of Ferdinand IV of Bourbon in the 1800s, 
the Rallo family established a winery that now includes the next generation: son Antonio and 
daughter José. Contessa Entellina is the estate on mainland Sicily, and supplemented by vineyards 

on the tiny nearby island of Pantelleria.

I wasn’t able to “attend” the online tasting due to prior commitments, but was able to taste the four 
wines that were presented. True to the present condition of Sicily’s viniculture, Donnafugata is 
making remarkable and news-worthy wines that deserve a place among the elite of the world.

Donnafugata 2011 Anthìlia (white, from Catarratto and Ansonica, $15). A fruity and floral wine, 
with soft peach and nectarine flavors, excellent with food. Score: 85

Donnafugata 2008 Chiarandà (white, from Chardonnay and Ansonica, $40). Ripe fruit and 
floral aromas, with green apple and peach flavors and a hint of vanilla bean. Score: 86
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3 Mi piace 0

Donnafugata 2008 Tancredi (Nero d’Avola and 
Cabernet Sauvignon, $40). An initial focus on cherries and licorice, with a broad influence of soft 
spice, a nicely structured wine with great length. Score: 87

Donnafugata 2007 Mille e una Notte (Nero d’Avola, $80). Viscous and richly textured, initial 
dark fruit aromas, dense and chewy, light touch of tobacco leaf on finish. Score: 91

Read Dick Rosano’s debut novel, Tuscan Blood, available on Amazon.com
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Monthly : $4.95USD - monthly
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Authors•

Angela Logomasini◦

Christopher Prawdzik◦

Derek Swanson◦

Dick Rosano◦

•

Wine name

Vint  Search

Enter a wine name and vintage. 
Results will appear below.
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•

Wine Blog Network•

Top Wine Blogs

Passito di 

Pantelleria
Dai vigneti di 

Pantelleria nasce 

il Passito DOC 

Cantine 

Pellegrino
www.carlopellegrino.it

Bandi per lavori

pubblici
Consulta la banca 

dati italiana più 

completa sui 

bandi di gara 

pubblici
telemat.it/prova-gratuita

vino Nero 

d'Avola sicilia
azienda al 

femminile 

contattaci
www.agriavola.com

Spedizioni 

Bottiglie EU
Gestione 

Pagamento 

Accise. Consegna 

in 10 Giorni 

Anche Piccole 

Quantità
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