DONNAFUGATA

PRESS RELEASE

Minister Zaia for heroic viticulture

On Pantelleria, the man in charge of farming policy for the Italian Government spoke
at the meeting organized in collaboration with Donnafugata and the CERVIM.

“Heroic viticulture isn’'t just an important production
segment because of the quality of its products and the
fame it enjoys internationally.

It is essential as an element preserving culture, history and
local traditions and for the fundamental role it plays in
protecting the territory, environment and landscape.

Defending and sustaining this kind of viticulture means
guaranteeing incomes to a great many families living in
environmental contexts whose structural characteristics
mean exposure to a high risk of impoverishment and
abandonment”.

With these words Italy’s Farming, Food and Forestry
Minister, Luca Zaia, commented on the Zibibbo harvesting
being done at Donnafugata vineyards on Pantelleria.
Accompanied by the Rallo family — owners of the historic
winery — the minister picked grapes together with the
growers and then destalked dried grapes by hand, as
traditionally done.

Minster Zaia picking Donnafugata’s
Zibibbo on Pantelleria

Later, meeting with journalists, Minister Zaia explained that “according to estimates made
by CERVIM, the research, study and valorization center for mountain viticulture, heroic
viticulture covers 7% to 8% of overall vineyards, corresponding to about 125,000 acres in
absolute, out of the nearly 1,705,000 in Italy that Agea registered in the viticulture census.
It is particularly vibrant in certain regions, such as the Aosta Valley, Trentino Alto Adige

and Liguria and employs 200,000 people.

Concluded Zaia: “Today we
have had the occasion to
reiterate how important for us
are the local businesses,

“Heroic mountain and small island viticulture: a resource for
generating revenue and protecting the landscape”. Speakers at the
meeting: CINQUE TERRE - Heidy Bonanini (Azienda Agricola Possa)
www.possa.it www.parconazionalebterre.it ; VAL D’AOSTA - Costantino

traditional crops and ‘heroic’
farming that characterize our
agriculture and Italian food

Charrére (Les Crétes) www.lescretes.it ; VALTELLINA - Casimiro Maule
(Nino Negri) www.ninonegri.it ; Ministero delle Politiche Agricole - Luca Zaia
(Ministro) www.politicheagricole.gov.it ; PANTELLERIA - José Rallo

and produce and which, in
addition to being an important
part of the national economy,
constitute an irreplaceable

www.vinicolabenanti.it .

(Donnafugata) www.donnafugata.it ; CERVIM Centro Studi e Ricerche sulla
Viticoltura di Montagna - Francois Stévénin (Presidente) www.cervim.it ; ALTO
ADIGE - Willi Stlirz (Kellerei Cantina Tramin 1898) www.tramin-wine.it ;
ETNA - Salvo Foti (Vinicola Benanti) .www.salvofoti.it

legacy: memory”.
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DONNAFUGATA

LINKS
Sept. 2, 2009 - PRESS RELEASE: <Zaia: wine and driving>.
Sept. 2, 2009 - PRESS RELEASE: <Donnafugata’s commitment on Pantelleria>.

Sept. 2, 2009 - VIDEO: SkyTG24, Night Line, by Laura Ceccherini <Pantelleria, la sfida
della viticoltura eroica. Intervista al Ministro Zaia e ad Antonio Rallo di Donnafugata>.

Sept. 3, 2009 - VIDEO: RaiUno, TG1 Economia, by Anna Scafuri: <Pantelleria, la
vitivinicoltura eroica. Interviste ad Antonio Rallo di Donnafugata e al Ministro Zaia>.

Sept. 3, 2009 - VIDEQO: Italial, Sudio Aperto, by llaria Vigorelli <Alcol e guida, intervista al
Ministro Zaia a Pantelleria. Intervista a Giacomo, José e Antonio Rallo di Donnafugata sul
Passito>.

Sept. 8, 2009 - VIDEO: Rai News 24, Agri News, by Saji Assi <Viticoltura eroica di
montagna e delle isole minori. Interviste ad Antonio Rallo di Donnafugata, al Presidente
del Cervim Francois Stévénin e al Ministro Zaia>.

Sept. 25, 2009 - VIDEO: RaiDue, TG2 Eat Parade, by Pietro Di Lazzaro <La viticoltura
eroica. Intervista al Ministro Zaia, al Presidente del Cervim Francois Stévénin e a
Giacomo Rallo di Donnafugata>.
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